And some warn that other factors have been overlooked. Maria Wawer of Columbia University in New York, co-leader of a long-running study in Uganda, thinks deaths from AIDS play a role. Although prevention programmes deserve some credit, she says, "there's no reason to believe mortality is not contributing to this". After a decline in the late 1990s, HIV prevalence in Uganda now seems to be levelling off or even climbing back up.
The drop in Zimbabwe could also have been affected by violence and unrest, which have escalated there since 2000. Epidemiologist Christopher Beyrer of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland, says forced relocations and the departure of millions of young people seeking work may have skewed the study's results.
■

Erika Check
Possible planets left with no name Jardine and others say it is vital that the manuscript remains accessible after its sale, so that it can be properly studied by science historians. But there is no guarantee that will happen. The Royal Society says it wants to bid for the documents, but lacks the funds. "I believe there is a lot of other serious stuff in there, " says Jardine. "I'm desperate that it goes to an accessible home. "
Should a foreign collector triumph in the auction, the UK government is likely to impose a three-month delay on issuing an export licence for the manuscript. Such a move would be designed to enable British museums to raise funds to mount a rival bid; UK law dictates that a museum could take possession if it matched the winning bid. ■
